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Overview 

 

Along Came Kinky...Texas Jewboy for Governor chronicles singing Jewish 
cowboy Kinky Friedman’s 2006 independent gubernatorial campaign in Texas. 
See the outspoken Kinky and his army of grassroots volunteers combat voter 

apathy in the Lone Star State while his campaign staff strategize for an 
unprecedented four-way race, raising awareness and money for their unlikely 
but incredibly sharp candidate. 

 
Synopsis 
 

“Texans deserve a choice, and that choice should be something other than 
paper or plastic.” With that, satirist, musician, author and Texas’ most famous 
Jewish cowboy Kinky Friedman announced his Independent candidacy for 

governor. This documentary follows from beginning to end the election as seen 
by the candidates, media, campaign staff and volunteers. 
 

Kinky’s was a campaign about political alienation, education, grass roots 
organizing and hope – plus a candidate who was both colorful and independent 
in every sense of the word. What made his campaign special was its focus on 

energizing an electorate that was turned off, cynical, and apathetic to 
mainstream politics. 
 

The film begins with campaign manager Dean Barkley strategizing the 
campaign’s effort to collect 45,540 signatures in order to secure a place on 
November’s ballot. Barkley, who successfully ran Jesse Ventura’s Minnesota 

gubernatorial campaign, and Kinky know the odds are against them but muse 
about “relying on the little fellers, not the Rockefellers.” 
 

After the Friedman campaign shatters its ballot-initiative goal by collecting more 
than 135,000 signatures, Kinky’s introduction to true campaigning begins. 
While the huge signature gathering success puts to rest the criticisms that the 

campaign is anything but serious, the peculiarities of the unprecedented four-
way race, down and dirty struggles with the big party machine and Kinky’s 
unwillingness to smooth his gruff demeanor prove to be major obstacles on the 

path to Election Day. 
 
Entertaining to the end, Kinky Friedman’s “non-concession” speech is one for 

the ages. Despite the outcome, the election (and film) reveals much about an 
Independent candidate taking on the two-party system. 
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Director’s Bio 
 

Along Came Kinky…is David Hartstein’s first feature film. Now a Texas Jewboy 
himself, David Hartstein grew up on the mean streets of Long Island. He 
received an MFA from the University of Texas in 2004 and has since been an 

Austin-based filmmaker, freelancer and teacher at the University of Texas. 
Perhaps you recognize him from The Real World: Austin as a film-making 
teacher to the cast.  David was the editor for Paul Stekler’s Special Session, a 

weekly statewide PBS program on Texas politics aired during the biannual 
legislative session.  In addition to Along Came Kinky…, David is producing 
America’s Parking Lot, a feature documentary about Dallas Cowboys tailgaters, 

and The Happy Poet, a feature comedy about an organic, mostly vegetarian food 
stand from writer/director Paul Gordon (Motorcycle). 

 

Editors Bio 

Sam Wainright Douglas is a native of Houston, TX and a graduate with honors 
from New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts.  His 2005 film The Holy 

Modal Rounders…Bound To Lose chronicles the surreal saga of the infamous bad 
boys of folk, The Holy Modal Rounders.  The film covers the band’s bizarre 
history and follows the dysfunctional family of musicians as they ride a popular 

resurgence toward their unpredictable 40th anniversary concert.  The film 
played many festival and theatrical engagements and is now available on DVD.  
Sam’s current film, Snakebit, covers the late architect Samuel Mockbee and the 

radical educational design/build program known as the Rural Studio that he co-
founded deep in poverty-stricken Hale County, Alabama.   

 

Executive Producer Bio 

Paul Stekler’s documentaries about American politics and history include Last 

Man Standing: Politics, Texas Style (broadcast on PBS’s P.O.V. series), George 

Wallace: Settin’ the Woods on Fire (winner of a Sundance Film Festival Special 
Jury Prize), Vote for Me: Politics in America (winner of Emmy, Peabody and 
duPont-Columbia Journalism awards), and two of the Eyes on the Prize civil 

rights history series films. Stekler was an Executive Producer of Be Here to Love 

Me (directed by Margaret Brown, about the life of Texas singer/songwriter 
Townes Van Zandt).  Dr. Stekler, is also the Director of the newly founded LBJ 

School of Public Affairs’ Center for Politics and Governance. His weekly series 
on Texas politics and the legislature aired statewide on Texas PBS affiliates 
during the bi-annual session. He has taught in the University of Texas’ Radio TV 

Film Department since 1997, heading its production program for most of those 
years. His latest work was co-producing and writing Frontline’s 2008 
presidential race film, The Choice. 
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